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Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope you are well. Please find enclosed a range of information that I’m sure you will find useful. With the ongoing 

speculation surrounding a potential return to schools being open, as soon as any information is available I will let you 

know, and I can tell you that foremost in my planning is the health and safety of both students and staff.  

Home Learning 

It is clear from both teachers and students that we are evolving our online learning in a constructive manner. The 

students are benefiting from the staff’s planning and creative use of lesson materials; I have seen numerous examples of 

excellent work so far. In the first instance, I want to reinforce that the expectations of what can be achieved in this way 

of learning cannot fully match the learning that can take place in a school. In addition, I am very conscious of the 

mentally draining nature of excessive computer work.  With this in mind, I wanted to share with you what a typical 

virtual lesson should start to look like: 

 It should be a very clear and manageable task  

 Researching the task , using  the  technology and submitting it should be no longer than 75 minutes maximum 

per subject 

I fully realise that at this stage, some students may finish more quickly than others, and some may find they are unable 

to fully complete the work, within the timeframe. I would like us all to adopt the maxim of ‘the best you can do’ within 

the time allocated. As we progress, we will look to increasingly further meet the needs of all students as our own 

knowledge and expertise in virtual learning grows. 

Secondly, please find enclosed a link to the school’s YouTube channel where you will find a video on how Show My 

Homework can be used https://youtu.be/YQuLX2yzwhg. It is important to familiarise yourself as this is the main 

platform we use, and will increasingly use to both send work out to your son/ daughter and to receive it back. Please 

also find an enclosed flow chart which helps summarise how online learning can and should be achieved.  

Having said about online learning, when there is an opportunity for your son/ daughter either as part of what’s expected 

or in some free time to both read and write, these are skills that are indispensable to their future, and all that we do, 

and will do on the return to school.  

Student Wellbeing and Rewards 

Given the nature of what we are all undertaking, I am sure there are a range of pressures and added stress for all of us. 

We are continually developing our Student Wellbeing area on the school website, which includes a varied range of 

information and links which hopefully offer some degree of support: 

https://www.redruth.cornwall.sch.uk/1072/student-wellbeing. Should you of course feel the need for additional 

support, please contact us through your discussion with your form tutor, pastoral leader or progress leader; in addition 

you can of course ring the school on any day between 8am -3pm, or email enquiries@redruth.cornwall.sch.uk . 

https://youtu.be/YQuLX2yzwhg
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mailto:enquiries@redruth.cornwall.sch.uk


Rewarding those students who are engaging and doing their best is something at the heart of our school culture and is 

open to everyone. We will shortly be identifying rewards for the online learning and from Monday we are launching our 

House rewards which offer a diversion from the computer based learning and are a bit of fun.  

Can I remind you that next Friday, 8 May is a bank holiday, and as such, the school will be closed, and we will not be 

setting online learning.  This particular day is historic being the 75th anniversary of VE Day, commemorating the end of 

the Second World War in Europe.  I am asking the school community to recognise this in whatever way they feel they 

can, and to perhaps offer both a 2 minute silence in respect of the day, but also to share with school any photos of how 

you may be celebrating this day; these can be sent to enquiries@redruth.cornwall.sch.uk.  

Finally, I remain very proud of how the Redruth School community are dealing with the challenges, and I am grateful for 

your continued support.  

Thank you and I hope you have a nice weekend.  

Kind regards  

Craig Martin 
Headteacher 
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