
Parent/ Carer Update - By Email  
Friday 3 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you are well. 

Ofqual (Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) have today released information on how GCSE gradings 
will be considered this year. I have attached the guide for teachers, students, parents and carers and also a letter to 
students from Ofqual.  

Crucially it says "the centre assessment grades submitted to exam boards must reflect a fair, reasonable and carefully 
considered judgement of the most likely grade a student would have achieved if they had sat their exams this summer 
and completed any non-exam assessments".  

It goes on to say that schools will need to formulate a grade and a rank order of students within each grade. It  goes on 
further to say that there is no requirement for additional mock exams or homework tasks for the purpose of 
determining a grade. Where you have recently and completed a mock paper, please return in the stamped addressed 
envelopes. We will be using a range of information including class work and other assessments as well as mocks to help 
us produce a predicted grade. It is important, however, for you to retain and keep safe any other materials and books 
that you may have at home as your son or daughter's subject teacher may require them. 

I want to reassure you at this stage, as stated previously, that my intention as Headteacher will be to enable your son/ 
daughter to progress onto their chosen path of study or apprenticeship in September. In addition I am confident that 
each subject teacher, with a thorough detailed knowledge of your son or daughter, will be able to generate a fair and 
reasonable grade to reflect the work they have completed up to now, and to take into account what may have been 
completed in preparation for an exam. What is clear from the guidance, as you will understand, is that you will receive 
no knowledge of the grade which we send to the exam boards; this is because it may be subject to change nationally and 
also must remain as if an exam had taken place, and we were awaiting the result in summer. 

I realise, even in this difficult and unusual period, there will be anxiety over this process for you and your family, but we 
will be doing our best to ensure that absolutely no-one is disadvantaged through this process.  

Finally, even though there is no requirement for further work to be undertaken, we would like to support your son or 
daughter by offering further subject knowledge and/ or reading and perhaps even some materials, to prepare them for 
September. We have recently asked  you for your choice of A Levels and we will combine this with our knowledge of the 
other training courses/ apprenticeships to help prepare them. Any further materials and reading will be placed on Show 
My Homework at a suitable time. Their Year 11 tutor will be making a phone call to you just after Easter to help answer 
any queries and to offer further support.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_
2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_to_
students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 
 

Kind regards 

Craig Martin 
Headteacher  
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