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CHAPTER 1: STORY OF THE DOOR One Sunday evening Mr. Utterson, a lawyer, and his
friend Mr. Richard Enfield are taking their weekly stroll when they chance to walk down a
side street in a busy part of London. On recognizing the neighborhood and seeing a
particularly shabby door, with neither a bell nor knocker,
Enfield remembers an event that he had witnessed there
one early winter morning. He tells Utterson “a very odd
story.” He was just passing by when he saw a man run
into and knock down a young girl when their paths
crossed at the corner. The horrible thing is that the man
just kept on walking, right over the screaming girl.
Enfield was so upset that he ran after the man, a Mr.
Hyde, and brought him back to the spot where the girl
was lying on the pavement.
Although the girl was not hurt, her family and the people
who had gathered took such a dislike to the man’s
appearance that they began to threaten him. In order to
appease them, Hyde agreed to pay a fine of 100 pounds.
He went through this particular door to get some cash
and a check, signed by another man, an upstanding
citizen. Utterson asks if Enfield has been exactly precise
in the details of the story because he has heard of this
Mr. Hyde. He knows that this door is connected to the home of his friend and client Dr.
Jekyll.
CHAPTER 2: SEARCH FOR MR. HYDE Upon returning to his home, Mr. Utterson retrieves the
will of Dr. Jekyll from his safe. It stipulates that all of his estate is to pass into the hands of
his friend, Edward Hyde, upon his death or disappearance for a period of three months. Mr.
Utterson does not like the terms of the will and begins to fear that Jekyll is being
blackmailed. He visits Dr. Lanyon, another mutual friend, to inquire if he has met Hyde. That
night he cannot sleep as he imagines the
worst about Hyde. He decides he has to
meet Hyde in order to clear up the mystery.
From that day he takes a post in the street to
catch Mr. Hyde coming or going from the
house. One evening his patience is rewarded,
and he accosts Mr. Hyde. After this
encounter, Utterson tries to understand why
Hyde creates such an effect of fear, loathing,
and disgust. He fears for his friend and
decides to check on him. Utterson questions
the butler about the comings and goings of
Hyde. He’s told that Hyde is never on this
side of the house; he only uses the

laboratory. Utterson leaves for home with a heavy heart. He wonders what Jekyll has done
that would account for his relationship with Hyde.
CHAPTER 3: DR. JEKYLL WAS QUITE AT EASE A few weeks later Dr. Jekyll hosts a dinner
party for several friends, including Utterson. After the other guests leave, Utterson
questions Jekyll about the terms of his will. Utterson never “approved” of this will, and lets
Jekyll know that he has been “learning something” about Hyde, whom he describes as
“abominable.” Jekyll protests that Utterson does not understand his strange situation and
assures him that he can get rid of Hyde whenever he chooses. Jekyll also requests that if
anything should happen to him, Utterson will take care of Hyde, make sure his rights are
protected. Utterson agrees even though he avows that he will never like the man.
CHAPTER 4: THE CAREW MURDER CASE Nearly a year later London is shocked by the vicious
murder of Sir Danvers Carew. A
maidservant who chanced to be gazing at
the full moon and the lane below her
window witnessed the attack. She saw an
aged man inquire directions from another
smaller gentleman whom she recognized
as a Mr. Hyde who had once visited her
master. Suddenly she saw Mr. Hyde blaze
out “in a great flame of anger,” raise his
cane, and begin to beat the older man. He
clubbed him to the ground and continued
to beat him as he lay in the street. The
police ask Utterson to identify the body
because the victim was carrying a letter
addressed to him. Utterson recognizes the
stick used in the murder as one he had
given to Jekyll years ago. He tells the
police he can lead them to the home of
the murderer. When they arrive there, the
maid tells them Hyde had already left
earlier that morning. Utterson and
Inspector Newcomen of Scotland Yard inspect Hyde’s room, which has been ransacked for a
hasty departure. The inspector thinks that it will be an easy matter to capture Hyde since he
is sure to go to the bank for money. He can also distribute handbills with his description.
However, the few persons who have seen him cannot agree on the particulars. The only
thing they can agree on is that Hyde left them with a sense of “unexpressed deformity.”
CHAPTER 5: INCIDENT OF THE LETTER Later that
afternoon Utterson visits Dr. Jekyll and is admitted
into his private study. He finds Jekyll looking deathly
pale and sick. When Utterson asks Jekyll if he is
concealing Hyde, Jekyll promises that Hyde has gone

into hiding and will not be seen again in this world. The lawyer hopes that Jekyll is right
since a trial for murder could bring scandal to his client’s name. Ostensibly seeking
Utterson’s professional advice, Jekyll shows him a letter he has received from Hyde saying
he has a means of escape. Jekyll allows Utterson to think that it was Hyde who dictated the
terms of Jekyll’s will that were so favorable to Hyde. Utterson agrees to safeguard the letter
for his client. However, as Utterson is leaving, he learns that no letters have been delivered
that morning. He suspects that Hyde wrote the letter in Jekyll’s study and finds it difficult to
decide what to do with it. He seeks the advice of his clerk Mr. Guest, who had often visited
Jekyll and is an expert on handwriting. Guest compares the letter to an invitation Utterson
receives from Jekyll as they are talking. He concludes that the two hands are remarkably
similar, having only a different slant. Utterson suspects that Jekyll forget the letter for Hyde.
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CHAPTER 6: REMARKABLE INCIDENT OF DR. LANYON Although a sizeable reward is offered
for the apprehension of Mr. Hyde, he has disappeared as if he
never existed. Dr. Jekyll comes out of seclusion and for almost
two months socializes with his friends as in the old days. But one
day, and every day thereafter, his door is shut to Mr. Utterson.
Lacking companionship, Utterson visits Dr. Lanyon, only to find
him totally changed physically. He seems to have suffered some
shock, “some deep-seated terror of the mind.” Lanyon confides
that he will never recover and is resigned to death. When
Utterson mentions Jekyll’s name, the doctor becomes angry. He
tells Utterson that one day he may learn the truth. Upon
reaching home that evening Utterson writes to Jekyll asking why
he has cut himself off from his friends. Jekyll’s reply is that he
intends to live in seclusion and that he must suffer for the danger he has brought upon
himself. Within a few weeks Lanyon dies and Utterson receives an envelope from his friend
with instructions not to open it until the death or disappearance of Jekyll. Resisting the
impulse to get to the bottom of the mystery,
Utterson files the letter away. He finds that his
desire to see Jekyll waning following these sad
events.
CHAPTER 7: INCIDENT AT THE WINDOW Shortly
afterwards, Utterson and Enfield are again going
for a Sunday stroll and chance to pass by the
same door associated with the story of Mr. Hyde.
They decide to step into the courtyard to look for
their friend. Jekyll is sitting at a window, looking
like a prisoner. When they call to him to join
them, he says he cannot but will visit with them
from his window. Suddenly Jekyll utters a cry of
terror and slams the window shut. The two

friends leave instantly but they have seen something that makes them fear for Dr. Jekyll.
CHAPTER 8: THE LAST NIGHT One evening Poole arrives at Mr. Utterson’s home, saying that
he fears there has been foul play. He begs Utterson to accompany him to check on Dr. Jekyll.
Arriving at the house, Utterson finds the frightened servants huddled together in the entry
hall. Poole and Utterson go to the door of Jekyll’s study where Poole announces that
Utterson has come to visit. The person within answers that he cannot see anyone. Then
Poole confers with Utterson saying the voice they have heard isn’t the voice of his master.
Poole believes his master was killed over eight days ago when they heard him cry out. All
week long whoever is in the study has been sending out orders to find a particular drug.
Although the handwriting appears to be that of Dr. Jekyll, Poole says it doesn’t matter
because he has seen the person and it isn’t his master. Acting on Poole’s conviction that
murder has been done, Utterson decides they must break down the door and investigate.
They both confess they suspect that Mr. Hyde is within the study. When Utterson demands
to see Jekyll at the door, the person within cries out for mercy. But Utterson and Poole
break down the door with an ax. Within they find the
body of Hyde, twitching in convulsions from the poison
he has taken. They realize that they are too late and all
they can do now is look for the body of Jekyll. However,
the search is fruitless. When they reexamine the study,
they find an envelope addressed to Utterson with a note
from Jekyll directing him to read the narrative left by
Lanyon. Utterson departs for his study to read through all
the documents.

CHAPTER 9: DR. LANYON’S
NARRATIVE Lanyon describes a
letter he received from Dr. Jekyll. He is instructed to go to Jekyll’s study, to break the locks,
and to secure a particular drawer and its contents. A man will come to his consulting room
at midnight. Lanyon carries out all the details of the letter and admits a small and muscular
man who creates a sensation of “disgusted curiosity.” Immediately the man begins to
prepare a compound from the contents of the drawer. When it is ready, the man asks
Lanyon if he wishes to let him go or to learn what will happen when he drinks the
compound. Lanyon declares that he has gone too far not to see what will happen.
Thereupon the man drinks the potion and begins to change and assume the form of Henry
Jekyll. From that moment Lanyon feels his reason shaken and a deadly terror invades his

thoughts. He knows he will not recover from this shock. He has seen the creature change
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CHAPTER 10: HENRY JEKYLL’S FULL STATEMENT OF THE CASE This last chapter is a full
testament written by Jekyll concerning his history and his character. Jekyll describes himself
as a proud man who wanted a reputation as a serious person. Early on he hid his natural
high spirits and developed a double character. His scientific studies focused on the mystical
and transcendental as he searched out these aspects of man, especially in the moral
dimension. He wanted to learn how these two sides could be disconnected. At the same
time he was studying drugs and discovered a potion that could transform his flesh and turn
him into a creature that represented his baser nature. When he tries the drug on himself, he
feels himself to be extremely wicked but at the time he was exhilarated by this sensation.
He begins to live this dual life, one as the respectable gentleman and the other as a person
who gives into every impulse. Jekyll
continues to metamorphose back and
forth between his two halves until one
day the reversal occurs
spontaneously. He realizes that the
evil side of his nature is growing and is
in danger of taking control of his life.
He tries to resist the temptation but
once again he gives in. This time he
kills Sir Carew. He is penitent and tries
to maintain a good and sober life until
he forgets his terror. Now his evil side
begins to take over even without the
drug. He must use stronger and
stronger doses of the potion to return
to his original self. When he runs out of the salt he uses in the compound, he finds that the
fresh supply he orders does not have the power to transform him. As he writes this
testament he knows he has limited time before his evil nature takes over. He wonders if
Hyde will die on the scaffold or commit suicide. This is the end of the unhappy life of Henry
Jekyll.
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Context
Jekyll and Hyde was written by Robert Louis Stevenson and reflects many of
the issues and anxieties of the Victorian era.
• One of the key tensions (which is explored fully in this story) is the
tension between the deep religious beliefs of the time and the rapid
progress of scientific discovery.
• Also, as society approached the end of the century, people began to
question the progress Britain had made, and began to worry that the
great empire that Britain had built would unravel.
• Furthermore, the novella also shines a light on the many problems that
the city of London faced: poverty, pollution, violent crime and
inequality.

Task 1: Produce a small fact file about these historical topics

Darwin, Science and
Religion in the
Victorian times

The British Empire

Problems in
Victorian London

Contextual Issue
Worries about the progress of
science

Popularity of Darwinism (the theory
humans are evolved from apes)
The decline of the British Empire

Poverty in Victorian London
Misogyny and Victorian attitudes to
women
Pollution and environmental decay
in London

Violence and crime

Victorian ideas about
‘respectability’ and keeping up
appearances

Events/Characters/Quotes or Themes
that link to this issue
Jekyll is the embodiment of a man who has been
‘consumed’ by science. He has clearly taken his
experiments too far and eventually pays with his
life for this error of judgment. Dr Lanyon calls
Jekyll’s experiments ‘scientific balderdash’ and
claims he has become ‘wrong in the mind’ as a
result of becoming lost in the world of science.

Key Quotes
For each of these quotes, consider the following:
1. What does this quote suggest/reveal?
2. What are the key words in the quote and what
are their effect?
3. What do you think Stevenson’s message was?
Can you find any links to context?
Chapter 1 Quotes
"I feel very strongly about putting questions; it partakes too much of the style of the day of
judgment. You start a question, and it's like starting a stone. You sit quietly on the top of a
hill; and away the stone goes, starting others…”
Speaker: Mr. Enfield
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression,
Bachelorhood and Friendship
"He is not easy to describe. There is something wrong with his appearance; something
displeasing, something down-right detestable. I never saw a man I so disliked, and yet I
scarce know why. He must be deformed somewhere; he gives a strong feeling of deformity,
although I couldn't specify the point.”
Speaker: Mr. Enfield
Related characters: Mr. Hyde
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Innocence and Violence

Chapter 2 Quotes
“He began to go wrong, wrong in mind; and though of course I continue to take an interest
in him for old sake's sake, as they say, I see and I have seen devilish little of the man. Such
unscientific balderdash," added the doctor, flushing suddenly purple, "would have
estranged Damon and Pythias."
Speaker: Dr. Hastie Lanyon

Related characters: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Bachelorhood and Friendship
"Poor Harry Jekyll," he thought, "my mind misgives me he is in deep waters! He was wild
when he was young; a long while ago to be sure; but in the law of God, there is no statute of
limitations. Ay, it must be that; the ghost of some old sin, the cancer of some concealed
disgrace…”
Speaker: Mr. Gabriel Utterson
Related characters: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

Chapter 3 Quotes
The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a blackness
about his eyes. "I do not care to hear more," said he. "This is a matter I thought we had
agreed to drop."
Related characters: Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Gabriel
Utterson
Related themes: Science, Reason and the
Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

Chapter 4 Quotes

Analysing Quotes:
What does this quote suggest/reveal?
What are the key words in the quote
and what are their effect?
What do you think Stevenson’s
message/intention was? Can you find
any links to context?

And then all of a sudden he broke out in a great
flame of anger, stamping with his foot, brandishing the cane, and carrying on (as the maid
described it) like a madman.
Related characters: Mr. Hyde
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Innocence and Violence
An ivory-faced and silvery-haired old woman opened the door. She had an evil face,
smoothed by hypocrisy: but her manners were excellent.
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Innocence and Violence

Chapter 5 Quotes
The fire burned in the grate; a lamp was set lighted on the chimney shelf, for even in the
houses the fog began to lie thickly; and there, close up to the warmth, sat Dr. Jekyll, looking
deathly sick. He did not rise to meet his
visitor, but held out a cold hand and bade him welcome in a changed voice.
Related characters: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: The Duality of Human Nature

"I cannot say that I care what becomes of Hyde; I am quite done with him. I was thinking of
my own character, which this hateful business has rather exposed."
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related characters: Mr. Hyde
Related themes: The Duality of Human Nature, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

Chapter 6 Quotes
The death of Sir Danvers was, to his way of
thinking, more than paid for by the
disappearance of Mr. Hyde. Now that that evil
influence had been withdrawn, a new life began
for Dr. Jekyll. He came out of his seclusion,
renewed relations with his friends, became once
more their familiar guest and entertainer…

Analysing Quotes:
What does this quote suggest/reveal?
What are the key words in the quote
and what are their effect?
What do you think Stevenson’s
message/intention was? Can you find
any links to context?

Related characters: Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hyde
Related themes: The Duality of Human Nature, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression,
Bachelorhood and Friendship

"I have had a shock," he said, "and I shall never recover. It is a question of weeks. Well, life
has been pleasant; I liked it; yes, sir, I used to like it. I sometimes think if we knew all, we
should be more glad to get away."
Speaker: Dr. Hastie Lanyon
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression,
Innocence and Violence

Chapter 7 Quotes
The middle one of the three windows was half-way open; and sitting close beside it, taking
the air with an infinite sadness of mien, like some disconsolate prisoner, Utterson saw Dr.
Jekyll.

Related characters: Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Gabriel Utterson
Related themes: The Duality of Human Nature, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

Chapter 8 Quotes
The hall, when they entered it, was brightly lighted up; the fire was built high; and about the
hearth the whole of the servants, men and women, stood huddled together like a flock of
sheep.
Related characters: Mr. Gabriel Utterson, Poole
Related themes: Innocence and Violence
"O, sir," cried Poole, "do you think I do not know
my master after twenty years? Do you think I do
not know where his head comes to in the
cabinet door, where I saw him every morning of
my life? No, sir, that thing in the mask was
never Dr. Jekyll--God knows what it was, but it
was never Dr. Jekyll; and it is the belief of my
heart that there was murder done."
Speaker: Poole

Analysing Quotes:
What does this quote suggest/reveal?
What are the key words in the quote
and what are their effect?
What do you think Stevenson’s
message/intention was? Can you find
any links to context?

Related characters: Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hyde
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Reputation, Secrecy and Repression, Innocence and Violence

Chapter 9 Quotes
“Think of me at this hour, in a strange place, labouring under a blackness of distress that no
fancy can exaggerate, and yet well aware that, if you will but punctually serve me, my
troubles will roll away like a story that is told. Serve me, my dear Lanyon and save
Your friend, H.J.”
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: The Duality of Human Nature, Reputation, Secrecy and Repression,
Innocence and Violence, Bachelorhood and Friendship

"Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of our profession. And
now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, you who
have denied the virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your superiors-behold!"
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

What he told me in the next hour, I cannot bring my mind to
set on paper. I saw what I saw, I heard what I heard, and my soul
sickened at it; and yet now when that sight has faded from my
eyes, I ask myself if I believe it, and I cannot answer.
Speaker: Dr. Hastie Lanyon
Related characters: Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hyde
Related themes: Science, Reason and the
Supernatural, Reputation, Secrecy and
Repression

Chapter 10 Quotes
With every day, and from both sides of my
intelligence, the moral and the

Analysing Quotes:
.What does this quote suggest/reveal?
. What are the key words in the quote
and what are their effect?
.What do you think Stevenson’s
message/intention was? Can you find
any links to context?

intellectual, I thus drew steadily nearer to that truth, by whose partial discovery I have been
doomed to such a dreadful shipwreck: that man is not truly one, but truly two.
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature

I looked down; my clothes hung formlessly on my shrunken limbs; the hand that lay on my
knee was corded and hairy. I was once more Edward Hyde.
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related characters: Mr. Hyde
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature

I am careless; this is my true hour of death, and what is to follow concerns another than
myself. Here then, as I lay down the pen and proceed to seal up my confession, I bring the
life of that unhappy Henry Jekyll to an end.
Speaker: Dr. Jekyll
Related themes: Science, Reason and the Supernatural, The Duality of Human Nature,
Reputation, Secrecy and Repression

Exam Tip:
It’s important that you have a good general overall
understanding of the whole text, including knowledge of
some key quotations, in order to be successful in Part B of
your Jekyll and Hyde response. Part B will ask you about
how a particular character/idea/theme is presented in the
text as a whole.

Themes
Explore the themes of the novella by completing the table below
Theme
Power

Good Vs Evil
(Duality)

Science

Violence

Characters that link with the Events that link with the theme
theme (explain HOW)

Key quotes associated with Why did Stevenson include this
the theme
theme in the novella?

(violence
continued)
Curiosity &
Ambition

Secrecy and
Reputation

Reason vs
Supernatural

Obsession

Revision – Character Profile – Henry Jekyll
Plot – What happens to them in
the story? Summarise their role

Characterisation – How would
you describe this character’s
personality? How would the
reader react to this character?

Themes – What themes does
this character connect with and
how?

Quotes – Write down 3 key
quotes that relate to this
character and explore their
meaning & effect.

Revision – Character Profile – Edward Hyde
Plot – What happens to them in
the story? Summarise their role

Characterisation – How would
you describe this character’s
personality? How would the
reader react to this character?

Themes – What themes does
this character connect with and
how?

Quotes – Write down 3 key
quotes that relate to this
character and explore their
meaning & effect.

Revision – Character Profile – Mr Utterson
Plot – What happens to them in
the story? Summarise their role

Characterisation – How would
you describe this character’s
personality? How would the
reader react to this character?

Themes – What themes does
this character connect with and
how?

Quotes – Write down 3 key
quotes that relate to this
character and explore their
meaning & effect.

Revision – Character Profile – Dr Lanyon
Plot – What happens to them in
the story? Summarise their role

Characterisation – How would
you describe this character’s
personality? How would the
reader react to this character?

Themes – What themes does
this character connect with and
how?

Quotes – Write down 3 key
quotes that relate to this
character and explore their
meaning & effect.

Revision – Character Profile – Mr Richard Poole
Plot – What happens to them in
the story? Summarise their role

Characterisation – How would
you describe this character’s
personality? How would the
reader react to this character?

Themes – What themes does
this character connect with and
how?

Quotes – Write down 3 key
quotes that relate to this
character and explore their
meaning & effect.

Key Word Glossary
Below is a table of key words which link with the text and will help you deepen
your understanding of the text. Find out what the words mean and then make
links to the text.

Word
Duality
Fable
Repression
Binary Opposition
Doppelgänger/doubles
Corruption
Deceit/Deception
Misogyny
The Supernatural
Class Stratification
Psychosis
Reputation
Patriarchal Society
Satanism/occultism
Morality
Darwinism

Meaning

Link to the novel

Exam- Style Question
Below is an exam style question. Advice and guidance on exam techniques and
maximising your performance under timed conditions can be found on the
next page. For more exam style questions, download the ‘Jekyll and Hyde exam
questions’ booklet
Robert Louis Stevenson: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
Read the following extract from Chapter 2 and then answer the question that follows.
In this extract Mr Utterson has just met Mr Hyde for the first time.
‘We have common friends,’ said Mr Utterson.
‘Common friends!’ echoed Mr Hyde, a little hoarsely. ‘Who are they?’
‘Jekyll, for instance,’ said the lawyer.
‘He never told you,’ cried Mr Hyde, with a flush of anger. ‘I did not think you would have lied.’
‘Come,’ said Mr Utterson, ‘that is not fitting language.’ The other snarled aloud into a savage laugh;
and the next moment, with extraordinary quickness, he had unlocked the door and disappeared into
the house.
The lawyer stood awhile when Mr Hyde had left him, the picture of disquietude. Then he began
slowly to mount the street, pausing every step or two and putting his hand to his brow like a man in
mental perplexity. The problem he was thus debating as he walked was one of a class that is rarely
solved. Mr Hyde was pale and dwarfish; he gave an impression of deformity without any nameable
malformation, he had a displeasing smile, he had borne himself to the lawyer with a sort of
murderous mixture of timidity and boldness, and he spoke with a husky whispering and somewhat
broken voice, – all these were points against him; but not all of these together could explain the
hitherto unknown disgust, loathing and fear with which Mr Utterson regarded him. ‘There must be
something else,’ said the perplexed gentleman. ‘There is something more, if I could find a name for
it. God bless me, the man seems hardly human! Something troglodytic, shall we say? Or can it be the
old story of Dr Fell? Or is it the mere radiance of a foul soul that thus transpires through, and
transfigures, its clay continent? The last, I think; for, O my poor old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read Satan’s
signature upon a face, it is on that of your new friend!’
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider?
Write about:
• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract
• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider in the novel as a whole.

Tackling the Exam
The examination is 1 hour 45 minutes overall (you will be answering a question on the
Shakespeare text you’ve been studying in Section A). You are therefore advised to
spend around 50-55 minutes on this question.
It’s always a good idea to spend 5 minutes at the start of the question doing the
following:
•

Annotating your extract (highlighting key quotes you would like to use and
making basic notes in the margin)
• Recalling links/key quotes from the rest of the text that you would like to include
in your response.
Here, the examiner is
Here is a typical exam question:
Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present ideas about violence?

looking for close and indepth word/sentence &
language analysis of the
extract you’ve been given

Write about:
• How Stevenson presents ideas about violence in this extract
• How Stevenson presents different forms of violence in the text as a whole
[30 Marks]

Here, you need to show a detailed overall understanding
of the text, analysing 2 or 3 different parts of the novel,
looking at how the theme or idea develops & changes

Here’s a breakdown of the Mark Scheme and the skills you have to show the
examiner in this part of the exam
Exam Focus
AO1 Read, understand and
respond to texts.
Students should be able to:
• maintain a critical style and
develop an informed personal
response
• use textual references,
including quotations, to support
and illustrate interpretations.
AO2 Analyse the language, form
and structure used by a writer to
create meanings and effects,
using relevant subject
terminology where appropriate.
AO3 Show understanding of the
relationships between texts and
the contexts in which they were
written.

What does this mean?
• Analyse and explore the text; avoid simply retelling the
story (use Point/Evidence/Explain/Zoom/Link). Present
a point of view on the message(s) the writer was getting
across
• Your points are supported by references to the text –
you will have therefore learned a wide range of key
quotes in preparation for the exam
•
•
•

You look at key words and phrases from the quotes
that you select. You explore the EFFECT of those word
choices in detail
You are capable of identifying and exploring the effect
of TECHNIQUES used by the writer
You are capable of making LINKS between the text,
and some of the issues faced by society in Victorian
England at that time.

