
 

 

AQA Practice Questions: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde  
 

In this extract from Chapter 1, ‘Story of the Door’, Enfield describes to Utterson  an incident that 
happened on the street in which they are now stood. 

 “Well, it was this way,” returned Mr Enfield: “I was coming home from some place at the end of the 

world, about three o'clock of a black winter morning, and my way lay through a part of town where 

there was literally nothing to be seen but lamps. Street after street, and all the folks asleep - street 

after street, all lighted up as if for a procession, and all as empty as a church - till at last I got into 

that state of mind when a man listens and listens and begins to long for the sight of a policeman. All 

at once, I saw two figures: one a little man who was stumping along eastward at a good walk, and 

the other a girl of maybe eight or ten who was running as hard as she was able down a cross-street. 

Well, sir, the two ran into one another naturally enough at the corner; and then came the horrible 

part of the thing; for the man trampled calmly over the child's body and left her screaming on the 

ground. It sounds nothing to hear, but it was hellish to see. It wasn't like a man; it was like some 

damned Juggernaut. I gave a view halloa, took to my heels, collared my gentleman, and brought 

him back to where there was already quite a group about the screaming child. He was perfectly cool 

and made no resistance, but gave me one look, so ugly that it brought out the sweat on me like 

running. The people who had turned out were the girl's own family; and pretty soon the doctor, for 

whom she had been sent, put in his appearance. Well, the child was not much the worse, more 

frightened, according to the Sawbones; and there you might have supposed' would be an end to it. 

But there was one curious circumstance. I had taken a loathing to my gentleman at first sight. So 

had the child's family, which was only natural. But the doctor's case was what struck me. He was the 

usual cut-and-dry apothecary, of no particular age and colour, with a strong Edinburgh accent, and 

about as emotional as a bagpipe. Well, sir, he was like the rest of us: every time he looked at my 

prisoner, I saw that Sawbones turned sick and white with the desire to kill him. I knew what was in 

his mind, just as he knew what was in mine; and killing being out of the question, we did the next 

best.  

 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates a suspicious atmosphere.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson creates a suspicious atmosphere in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates an atmosphere of suspicion in the novel as a whole. 

 [30 marks] 

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 2, ‘Search for Mr Hyde’, Utterson reflects on Mr Enfield’s story about 

meeting Mr Hyde and Jekyll’s will: 

Six o'clock struck on the bells of the church that was so conveniently near to Mr Utterson's dwelling, 

and still he was digging at the problem. Hitherto it had touched him on the intellectual side alone; 

but now his imagination also was engaged, or rather enslaved; and as he lay and tossed in the gross 

darkness of the night and the curtained room, Mr Enfield's tale went by before his mind in a scroll 

of lighted pictures. He would be aware of the great field of lamps of a nocturnal city; then of the 

figure of a man walking swiftly; then of a child running from the doctor's; and then these met, and 

that human Juggernaut trod the child down and passed on regardless of her screams. Or else he 

would see a room in a rich house, where his friend lay asleep, dreaming and smiling at his dreams; 

and then the door of that room would be opened, the curtains of the bed plucked apart, the sleeper 

recalled, and, lo! there would stand by his side a figure to whom power was given, and even at that 

dead hour he must rise and do its bidding. The figure in these two phases haunted the lawyer all 

night; and if at any time he dozed over, it was but to see it glide more stealthily through sleeping 

houses, or move the more swiftly, and still the more swiftly, even to dizziness, through wider 

labyrinths of lamp-lighted city, and at every street corner crush a child and leave her screaming. And 

still the figure had no face by which he might know it; even in his dreams it had no face, or one that 

baffled him and melted before his eyes; and thus it was that there sprang up and grew apace in the 

lawyer's mind a singularly strong, almost an inordinate, curiosity to behold the features of the real 

Mr Hyde. If he could but once set eyes on him, he thought the mystery would lighten and perhaps 

roll altogether away, as was the habit of mysterious things when well examined. He might see a 

reason for his friend's strange preference or bondage (call it which you please), and even for the 

startling clauses of the will. And at least it would be a face worth seeing: the face of a man who was 

without bowels of merry: a face which had but to show itself to raise up, in the mind of the 

unimpressionable Enfield, a spirit of enduring hatred. 

 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates a sense of mystery.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson creates a mysterious atmosphere in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of mystery in the novel as a whole. 

 [30 marks] 

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 2, ‘Search for Mr Hyde’, Utterson meets Hyde for the first time.  

Mr Utterson had been some minutes at his post when he was aware of an odd light footstep 
drawing near. In the course of his nightly patrols he had long grown accustomed to the quaint effect 
with which the footfalls of a single person, while he is still a great way off, suddenly spring out 
distinct from the vast hum and clatter of the city. Yet his attention had never before been so sharply 
and decisively arrested; and it was with a strong, superstitious prevision of success that he 
withdrew into the entry of the court. 
 
The steps drew swiftly nearer, and swelled out suddenly louder as they turned the end of the street. 
The lawyer, looking forth from the entry, could soon see what manner of man he had to deal with. 
He was small, and very plainly dressed; and the look of him, even at that distance, went somehow 
strongly against the watcher's inclination. But he made straight for the door, crossing the roadway 
to save time; and as he came, he drew a key from his pocket, like one approaching home. 
 
Mr Utterson stepped out and touched him on the shoulder as he passed. “Mr Hyde, I think?” 
 
Mr Hyde shrank back with a hissing intake of the breath. But his fear was only momentary; and 
though he did not look the lawyer in the face, he answered coolly enough: “That is my name. What 
do you want?” 
 
“I see you are going in,” returned the lawyer. “I am an old friend of Dr Jekyll's - Mr Utterson, of 
Gaunt Street - you must have heard my name; and meeting you so conveniently, I thought you 
might admit me.” 
 
“You will not find Dr Jekyll; he is from home,” replied Mr Hyde, blowing in the key. And then 
suddenly, but still without looking up, “How did you know me?” he asked. 

 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates an atmosphere of suspicion.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses language and characters to create an atmosphere of suspicion in this 

extract. 

• how Stevenson creates an atmosphere of suspicion in the novel as a whole.  

[30 marks] 

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 2, ‘Search for Mr Hyde’, Utterson meets Hyde for the first time. 

 “We have common friends,” said Mr. Utterson. 

“Common friends?” echoed Mr. Hyde, a little hoarsely. “Who are they?” 

“Jekyll, for instance,” said the lawyer. 

“He never told you,” cried Mr. Hyde, with a flush of anger. “I did not think you would have lied.” 

“Come,” said Mr. Utterson, “that is not fitting language.” 

The other snarled aloud into a savage laugh; and the next moment, with extraordinary quickness, 
he had unlocked the door and disappeared into the house. 

The lawyer stood awhile when Mr. Hyde had left him, the picture of disquietude. Then he began 
slowly to mount the street, pausing every step or two and putting his hand to his brow like a man in 
mental perplexity. The problem he was thus debating as he walked, was one of a class that is rarely 
solved. Mr. Hyde was pale and dwarfish, he gave an impression of deformity without any namable 
malformation, he had a displeasing smile, he had borne himself to the lawyer with a sort of 
murderous mixture of timidity and boldness, and he spoke with a husky, whispering, and somewhat 
broken voice: all these were points against him, but not all of these together could explain the 
hitherto unknown disgust, loathing, and fear with which Mr. Utterson regarded him. “There must 
be something else,” said the perplexed gentleman. “There is something more, if I could find a name 
for it. God bless me, the man seems hardly human! Something troglodytic, shall we say? or can it be 
the old story of Dr. Fell? or is it the mere radiance of a foul soul that thus transpires through, and 
transfigures, its clay continent? The last, I think; for oh, my poor old Harry Jekyll, if ever I read 
Satan’s signature on a face, it is on that of your new friend.” 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider? 

Write about: 

How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract 

How Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks] 

  

http://www.enotes.com/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-text/chapter-2-search-hyde#prestwick-vocab-str-35
http://www.enotes.com/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-text/chapter-2-search-hyde#prestwick-vocab-str-43
http://www.enotes.com/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-text/chapter-2-search-hyde#prestwick-vocab-str-52
http://www.enotes.com/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-text/chapter-2-search-hyde#prestwick-gloss-str-7
http://www.enotes.com/dr-jekyll-mr-hyde-text/chapter-2-search-hyde#prestwick-gloss-str-8


 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 3, ‘Dr Jekyll was Quite at ease’, Jekyll and Utterson discuss Utterson’s 

will. 

 
[Jekyll] O, I know he’s a good fellow – you needn’t frown – an excellent fellow, and I always mean to see 

more of him; but a hide-bound pedant for all that; an ignorant blatant pedant. I was never more 

disappointed in any man than Lanyon”. 

“You know I never approved of it,” pursued Utterson, ruthlessly disregarding the fresh topic.  

“My will? Yes, certainly, I know that” said the doctor, a trifle sharply. “You have told me so”. 

“Well, I tell you so again, “ continued the lawyer. “I have been learning something of young Hyde”. 

The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a blackness about his 

eyes. "I do not care to hear more," said he. "This is a matter I thought we had agreed to drop." 

"What I heard was abominable," said Utterson. 

"It can make no change. You do not understand my position," returned the doctor, with a certain 

incoherency of manner. "I am painfully situated, Utterson; my position is a very strange--a very strange 

one. It is one of those affairs that cannot be mended by talking." 

"Jekyll," said Utterson, "you know me: I am a man to be trusted. Make a clean breast of this in 

confidence; and I make no doubt I can get you out of it." 

"My good Utterson," said the doctor, "this is very good of you, this is downright good of you, and I 

cannot find words to thank you in. I believe you fully; I would trust you before any man alive, ay, before 

myself, if I could make the choice; but indeed it isn't what you fancy; it is not so bad as that; and just to 

put your good heart at rest, I will tell you one thing: the moment I choose, I can be rid of Mr. Hyde. I give 

you my hand upon that; and I thank you again and again; and I will just add one little word, Utterson, 

that I'm sure you'll take in good part: this is a private matter, and I beg of you to let it sleep." 

 
 
Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents the theme of secrecy.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents the theme of secrecy in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents secrecy  in the novel as a whole.  

[30 marks] 

 

 

 

      

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 3, ‘Dr Jekyll was Quite at Ease’, Utterson and Jekyll discuss the 
relationship between Jekyll and Hyde.  

The large handsome face of Dr. Jekyll grew pale to the very lips, and there came a blackness about 
his eyes. “I do not care to hear more,” said he. “This is a matter I thought we had agreed to drop.” 

“What I heard was abominable,” said Utterson. 

“It can make no change. You do not understand my position,” returned the doctor, with a certain 
incoherency of manner. “I am painfully situated, Utterson; my position is a very strange—a very 
strange one. It is one of those affairs that cannot be mended by talking.” 

“Jekyll,” said Utterson, “you know me; I am a man to be trusted. Make a clean breast of this in 
confidence; and I make no doubt I can get you out of it.” 

“My good Utterson,” said the doctor, “this is very good of you, this is downright good of you, and I 
cannot find words to thank you in. I believe you fully; I would trust you before any man alive, ay, 
before myself, if I could make the choice; but indeed it isn’t what you fancy; it is not so bad as that; 
and just to put your good heart at rest, I will tell you one thing; the moment I choose, I can be rid of 
Mr. Hyde. I give you my hand upon that; and I thank you again and again; and I will just add one 
little word, Utterson, that I’m sure you’ll take in good part; this is a private matter, and I beg of you 
to let it sleep.” 

Utterson reflected a little looking in the fire. 

“I have no doubt you are perfectly right,” he said at last, getting to his feet. 

“Well, but since we have touched upon this business, and for the last time I hope,” continued the 
doctor, “there is one point I should like you to understand. I have really a very great interest in poor 
Hyde. I know you have seen him; he told me so; and I fear he was rude. But I do sincerely take a 
great, a very great interest in that young man; and if I am taken away, Utterson, I wish you to 
promise me that you will bear with him and get his rights for him. I think you would, if you knew all; 
and it would be a weight off my mind if you would promise.” 

“I can’t pretend that I shall ever like him,” said the lawyer. 

“I don’t ask that,” pleaded Jekyll, laying his hand upon the other’s arm; “I only ask for justice; I only 
ask you to help him for my sake, when I am no longer here.” 

Utterson heaved an irrepressible sigh. “Well,” said he, “I promise.” 

 

 

Starting with this extract, write about how Stevenson presents the relationship between Jekyll and 

Utterson 

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents their relationship in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents the relationship between Jekyll and Utterson  in the novel as a whole.  

[30 marks] 
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In this extract from Chapter 4, ‘The Carew Murder Case’, we hear the story of a maid who 

witnessed the murder of Sir Danvers Carew.  

And as she so sat she became aware of an aged and beautiful gentleman with white hair drawing 
near along the lane; and advancing to meet him, another and very small gentleman, to whom at 
first she paid less attention. When they had come within speech (which was just under the maid's 
eyes) the older man bowed and accosted the other with a very pretty manner of politeness. It did 
not seem as if the subject of his address were of great importance; indeed, from his pointing, it 
sometimes appeared as if he were only inquiring his way; but the moon shone on his face as he 
spoke, and the girl was pleased to watch it, it seemed to breathe such an innocent and old-world 
kindness of disposition, yet with something high too, as of a well-founded self-content. Presently 
her eye wandered to the other, and she was surprised to recognize in him a certain Mr Hyde, who 
had once visited her master and for whom she had conceived a dislike. He had in his hand a heavy 
cane, with which he was trifling; but he answered never a word, and seemed to listen with an ill-
contained impatience. And then all of a sudden he broke out in a great flame of anger, stamping 
with his foot, brandishing the cane, and carrying on (as the maid described it) like a madman. The 
old gentleman took a step back, with the air of one very much surprised and a trifle hurt; and at that 
Mr Hyde broke out of all bounds, and clubbed him to the earth. And next moment, with ape-like 
fury, he was trampling his victim under foot, and hailing down a storm of blows, under which the 
bones were audibly shattered and the body jumped upon the roadway. At the honour of these 
sights and sounds, the maid fainted. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a terrifying figure 

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a terrifying figure in the novel as a whole. 

[30marks] 



 

 

      

In this extract from Chapter 6, ‘Remarkable Incident of Dr Lanyon’, Utterson visits Dr Lanyon. 

There at least he was not denied admittance; but when he came in, he was shocked at the change 
which had taken place in the doctor's appearance. He had his death-warrant written legibly upon 
his face. The rosy man had grown pale; his flesh had fallen away; he was visibly balder and older; 
and yet it was not so much these tokens of a swift physical decay that arrested the lawyer's notice, 
as a look in the eye and quality of manner that seemed to testify to some deep-seated terror of the 
mind. It was unlikely that the doctor should fear death; and yet that was what Utterson was 
tempted to suspect. `Yes,' he thought; `he is a doctor, he must know his own state and that his days 
are counted; and the knowledge is more than he can bear.' And yet when Utterson remarked on his 
ill looks, it was with an air of great firmness that Lanyon declared himself a doomed man. 
 
“I have had a shock,” he said, “and I shall never recover. It is a question of weeks. Well, life has been 
pleasant; I liked it; yes, sir, I used to like it. I sometimes think if we knew all, we should be more glad 
to get away.” 
 
“Jekyll is ill, too,” observed Utterson. “Have you seen him?” 
 
But Lanyon's face changed, and he held up a trembling hand. “I wish to see or hear no more of Dr 
Jekyll,” he said, in a loud, unsteady voice. “I am quite done with the person; and I beg that you will 
spare me any allusion to one whom I regard as dead.” 
 
“Tut, tut,” said Mr Utterson; and then, after a considerable pause, “Can't I do anything?” he 
inquired. “We are three very old friends, Lanyon; we shall not live to make others.” 
 
“Nothing can be done,” returned Lanyon; “ask himself.”  
 
“He will not see me,” said the lawyer. 
 
“I am not surprised at that,” was the reply. “Some day Utterson, after I am dead, you may perhaps 
come to learn the right and wrong of this. I cannot tell you. And in the meantime, if you can sit and 
talk with me of other things for God's sake, stay and do so; but if you cannot keep clear of this 
accursed topic, then, in God's name, go, for cannot bear it.” 
 

 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates a sense of fear.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses Utterson and Lanyon to create a sense of fear  in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of fear  in the novel as a whole.  

[30 marks] 

  



 

 

 

In this extract take from Chapter 6, ‘Remarkable Incident of Dr Lanyon’, Utterson studies an 
envelope given to him by his friend Dr Lanyon. 

A week afterwards Dr. Lanyon took to his bed, and in something less than a fortnight he was dead. 
The night after the funeral, at which he had been sadly affected, Utterson locked the door of his 
business room, and sitting there by the light of a melancholy candle, drew out and set before him 
an envelope addressed by the hand and sealed with the seal of his dead friend. “PRIVATE: for the 
hands of J. G. UTTERSON ALONE, and in case of his predecease to be destroyed unread,” so it was 
emphatically superscribed; and the lawyer dreaded to behold the contents. “I have buried one 
friend to-day,” he thought; “what if this should cost me another?” And then he condemned the fear 
as a disloyalty, and broke the seal. Within there was another enclosure, likewise sealed, and marked 
upon the cover as “not to be opened till the death or disappearance of Dr. Henry Jekyll.” Utterson 
could not trust his eyes. Yes, it was disappearance; here again, as in the mad will which he had long 
ago restored to its author, here again were the idea of a disappearance and the name of Henry 
Jekyll bracketed. But in the will, that idea had sprung from the sinister suggestion of the man Hyde; 
it was set there with a purpose all too plain and horrible. Written by the hand of Lanyon, what 
should it mean? A great curiosity came on the trustee, to disregard the prohibition and dive at once 
to the bottom of these mysteries; but professional honor and faith to his dead friend were stringent 
obligations; and the packet slept in the inmost corner of his private safe. 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents the theme of secrecy.  

Write about:  

 The role secrecy plays in this extract 

 How Stevenson presents the theme of secrecy in the novel as a whole 

[30 marks] 
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In this extract from Chapter 8 ‘The Last Night’, Utterson and Poole arrive at Jekyll’s house, 
concerned for his welfare. 

It was a wild, cold, seasonable night of March, with a pale moon, lying on her back as though the 
wind had tilted her, and a flying wrack of the most diaphanous and lawny texture. The wind made 
talking difficult, and flecked the blood into the face. It seemed to have swept the streets unusually 
bare of passengers, besides; for Mr Utterson thought he had never seen that part of London so 
deserted. He could have wished it otherwise; never in his life had he been conscious of so sharp a 
wish to see and touch his fellow-creatures; for, struggle as he might, there was borne in upon his 
mind a crushing anticipation of calamity. The square, when they got there, was all full of wind and 
dust, and the thin trees in the garden were lashing themselves along the railing. Poole, who had 
kept all the way a pace or two ahead, now pulled up in the middle of the pavement, and in spite of 
the biting weather, took off his hat and mopped his brow with a red pocket-handkerchief. But for all 
the hurry of his coming, these were not the dews of exertion that he wiped away, but the moisture 
of some strangling anguish; for his face was white, and his voice, when he spoke, harsh and broken. 

“Well, sir,” he said, “here we are, and God grant there be nothing wrong.” 
 
“Amen, Poole,” said the lawyer. 
 
Thereupon the servant knocked in a very guarded manner; the door was opened on the chain; and a 
voice asked from within, “Is that you, Poole?” 
 
“It's all right,” said Poole. “Open the door.” 
 
The hall, when they entered it, was brightly lighted up; the fire was built high; and about the hearth 
the whole of the servants, men and women, stood huddled together like a flock of sheep. At the 
sight of Mr Utterson, the housemaid broke into hysterical whimpering; and the cook, crying out, 
“Bless God! it's Mr Utterson,” ran forward as if to take him in her arms. 
 
“What, what? Are you all here?” said the lawyer, peevishly. “Very irregular, very unseemly: your 
master would be far from pleased.” 
 
“They're all afraid,” said Poole. 
 
 
Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates tension.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses language to create tension and a sense of foreboding in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates tension in the novel as a whole.  

[30 marks] 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
In this extract from Chapter 8 ‘The Last Night’, Utterson receives a visit from Poole. 
 
Mr Utterson was sitting by his fireside one evening after dinner, when he was surprised to receive a 
visit from Poole. 
 
“Bless me, Poole, what brings you here?” he cried; and then, taking a second look at him, “What ails 
you?” he added; “is the doctor ill?” 
 
“Mr Utterson,” said the man, “there is something wrong.” 
 
“Take a seat, and here is a glass of wine for you,” said the lawyer. “Now, take your time, and tell me 
plainly what you want.” 
 
“You know the doctor's ways, sir,” replied Poole, “and how he shuts himself up. Well, he's shut up 
again in the cabinet; and I don't like it, sir - I wish I may die if I like it. Mr Utterson, sir, I'm afraid.” 
 
“Now, my good man,” said the lawyer, “be explicit. What are you afraid of?” 
 
“I've been afraid for about a week,” returned Poole, doggedly disregarding the question, “and I can 
bear it no more.” 
 
The man's appearance amply bore out his words; his manner was altered for the worse; and except 
for the moment when he had first announced his terror, he had not once looked the lawyer in the 
face. Even now, he sat with the glass of wine untasted on his knee, and his eyes directed to a corner 
of the floor. “I can bear it no more,” he repeated. 
 
“Come,” said the lawyer, “I see you have some good reason, Poole; I see there is something 
seriously amiss. Try to tell me what it is.” 
 
“I think there's been foul play,” said Poole, hoarsely. 
 
“Foul play!” cried the lawyer, a good deal frightened, and rather inclined to be irritated in 
consequence. “What foul play? What does the man mean?” 
 
“I daren't say, sir,” was the answer; “but will you come along with me and see for yourself?” 
 
Mr Utterson's only answer was to rise and get his hat and great coat; but he observed with wonder 
the greatness of the relief that appeared upon the butler's face, and perhaps with no less, that the 
wine was still untasted when he set it down to follow. 
 
Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson creates a sense of fear.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson uses language to create a sense of fear and terror in this extract  

• how Stevenson creates a sense of fear in the novel as a whole. 

 [30 marks] 

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 9 ‘Dr Lanyon’s narrative’, Lanyon describes a discussion with Hyde 

He sprung to it, and then paused, and laid his hand upon his heart; I could hear his teeth grate with 
the convulsive action of his jaws; and his face was so ghastly to see that I grew alarmed both for his 
life and reason. 
“Compose yourself,” said I. 
He turned a dreadful smile to me, and as if with the decision of despair, plucked away the sheet. At 
sight of the contents he uttered one loud sob of such immense relief that I sat petrified. And the 
next moment, in a voice that was already fairly well under control, “Have you a graduated glass?” 
he asked. 
I rose from my place with something of an effort, and gave him what he asked. 
He thanked me with a smiling nod, measured out a few minims of the red tincture and added one of 
the powders. The mixture, which was at first of a reddish hue, began, in proportion as the crystals 
melted, to brighten in color, to effervesce audibly, and to throw off small fumes of vapor. Suddenly 
and at the same moment the ebullition ceased and the compound changed to a dark purple, which 
faded again more slowly to a watery green. My visitor, who had watched these metamorphoses 
with a keen eye, smiled, set down the glass upon the table, and then turned and looked upon me 
with an air of scrutiny. 
“And now,” said he, “to settle what remains. Will you be wise? will you be guided? will you suffer 
me to take this glass in my hand and to go forth from your house without further parley? or has the 
greed of curiosity too much command of you? Think before you answer, for it shall be done as you 
decide. As you decide, you shall be left as you were before, and neither richer nor wiser, unless the 
sense of service rendered to a man in mortal distress may be counted as a kind of riches of the soul. 
Or, if you shall so prefer to choose, a new province of knowledge and new avenues to fame and 
power shall be laid open to you, here, in this room, upon the instant; and your sight shall be blasted 
by a prodigy to stagger the unbelief of Satan.” 
“Sir,” said I, affecting a coolness that I was far from truly possessing, “you speak enigmas, and you 
will, perhaps, not wonder that I hear you with no very strong impression of belief. But I have gone 
too far in the way of inexplicable services to pause before I see the end.” 
“It is well,” replied my visitor. “Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of 
our profession. And now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, 
you who have denied the virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your 
superiors—behold!” 
Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents the relationships between Jekyll/ Hyde 

and Lanyon 

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents the interaction between Lanyon and Jekyll/ Hyde in this extract  

• how Stevenson presents the relationship in the novel as a whole. 

 [30 marks] 
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In this extract from Chapter 9 ‘Dr Lanyon’s Narrative’, Lanyon recalls a meeting with Hyde 

“Sir,” said I, affecting a coolness that I was far from truly possessing, “you speak enigmas, and you 
will perhaps not wonder that I hear you with no very strong impression of belief. But I have gone 
too far in the way of inexplicable services to pause before I see the end.” 
 
“It is well,” replied my visitor. “Lanyon, you remember your vows: what follows is under the seal of 
our profession. And now, you who have so long been bound to the most narrow and material views, 
you who have denied the virtue of transcendental medicine, you who have derided your superiors - 
behold!” 
 
He put the glass to his lips, and drank at one gulp. A cry followed; he reeled, staggered, clutched at 
the table and held on, staring with infected eyes, gasping with open mouth; and as I looked, there 
came, I thought, a change - he seemed to swell - his face became suddenly black, and the features 
seemed to melt and alter - and the next moment I had sprung to my feet and leaped back against 
the wall, my arm raised to shield me from that prodigy, my mind submerged in terror. 
 
“O God!” I screamed, and “O God!” again and again; for there before my eyes - pale and shaken, 
and half fainting, and groping before him with his hands, like a man restored from death - there 
stood Henry Jekyll! 
 
What he told me in the next hour I cannot bring my mind to set on paper. I saw what I saw, I heard 
what I heard, and my soul sickened at it; and yet, now when that sight has faded from my eyes, I ask 
myself if I believe it, and I cannot answer. My life is shaken to its roots; sleep has left me; the 
deadliest terror sits by me at all hours of the day and night; I feel that my days are numbered, and 
that I must die; and yet I shall die incredulous.  
 
 

Starting with this extract, explore how Stevenson presents Dr Lanyon.  

Write about:  

• how Stevenson presents Lanyon in the extract 

• how Stevenson presents Lanyon in the  novel as a whole 

 [30 marks] 

      

  



 

 

 

In this extract from Chapter 10 ‘Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement of the Case’, Jekyll discusses his 

earlier life: 

 

I was born in the year 18-- to a large fortune, endowed besides with excellent parts, inclined by nature to 

industry, fond of the respect of the wise and good among my fellowmen, and thus, as might have been 

supposed, with every guarantee of an honorurable and distinguished future. And indeed the worst of my 

faults was a certain impatient gaiety of disposition, such as has made the happiness of many, but such as I 

found it hard to reconcile with my imperious desire to carry my head high, and wear a more than 

commonly grave countenance before the public. Hence it came about that I concealed my pleasures; and 

that when I reached years of reflection, and began to look round me and take stock of my progress and 

position in the world, I stood already committed to a profound duplicity of life. Many a man would have 

even blazoned such irregularities as I was guilty of; but from the high views that I had set before me, I 

regarded and hid them with an almost morbid sense of shame. It was thus rather the exacting nature of my 

aspirations than any particular degradation in my faults, that made me what I was, and, with even a deeper 

trench than in the majority of men, severed in me those provinces of good and ill which divide and 

compound man's dual nature. In this case, I was driven to reflect deeply and inveterately on that hard law 

of life, which lies at the root of religion and is one of the most plentiful springs of distress. Though so 

profound a doubledealer, I was in no sense a hypocrite; both sides of me were in dead earnest; I was no 

more myself when I laid aside restraint and plunged in shame, than when I laboured, in the eye of day, at 

the futherance of knowledge or the relief of sorrow and suffering. And it chanced that the direction of my 

scientific studies, which led wholly towards the mystic and the transcendental, reacted and shed a strong 

light on this consciousness of the perennial war among my members. With every day, and from both sides 

of my intelligence, the moral and the intellectual, I thus drew steadily nearer to that truth, by whose partial 

discovery I have been doomed to such a dreadful shipwreck: that man is not truly one, but truly two. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Stevenson present Jekyll as a conflicted character? 

Write about: 

 How Stevenson presents Jekyll as conflicted in the extract 

 How Stevenson presents Jekyll as conflicted in the  novella as a whole. 


